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devotion and granting salvation to its users. Those that
read or hear this episode of yours will be blessed in their
worldly sojourn and reach Kailasa afterwards. You will
worship me for five more years and reach me on the full
moon day of Phalguna month11.
As Kannappa prostrated, the Lord disappeared in the
Vayulinga* The sages were overawed. They were
convinced that Bhakti alone was the safe and sure way to
obtain salvation. "It is the sincerity of the Bhakti that counts.
What we eat, what we drink, what we do, should all be
sincerely dedicated to god, A green leaf, a small drona
flower, a tasty fruit and a little quantity of water are enough
to secure the pleasure of God and a place in Kailasa. Oh
Kannappa, you are marvellous". They showered praises on
the hunter and worshipped the Vayu Linga and went away
wondering at the happenings of the day.
Whether orthodox or hetrodox, a Siva bhakta is to be
adored by all.
OM NISHADE BHYASCHA NAMAHA
Chapter 54 of Sthalapurana
Maargaa-vartita-paadukaa Pasupater angasya kurchaayate I
Gandushaambu nishechanarn Puraripor divya abhishekaayate I
Kinchid bhakshita maamsa sesha kabalam navyopahaarayate I
Bhaktih kirn nakarotyaho vanacharo bhaktaava tamsayate I I
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A worn footwear becomes the indicator to Siva's eye,
the pouring of water from the mouth becomes His sacred
bath, a piece of meat partly bitten, becomes excellent dinner,
and a hunter becomes the best of devotees! What is there
that the love of God cannot accomplish?